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SUBJECT: LEBANESE ANXIETY OVER PROSPECT OF ISRAELI ATTACK 

1. IN WAKE OF BET SHEAN TERRORIST ATTACK AND SUBSEQUENT 
STATEMENTS BY ISRAELI DEFMIN PERES (FBIS TA191540), 

LEBANESE POLITICAL LEADERS, PRESS AND PUBLIC OPINION ALIKE 
HAVE BECOME FAR MORE APPREHENSIVE THAN USUAL RE IMMINENT 
LIKELIHOOD OF HEAVIER ISRAELI REPRISAL RAIDS ON LEBANON. 
FEDAYEEN ARE REPORTEDLY ON ALERT IN REFUGEE CAMPS AND 
SOUTH LEBANON, AND THEIR MOST PROMINENT LEADERS HAVE 
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AMASCUS FOR TIME BEING. LEBANESE ARMY IS ALSO ON 
FULL ALERT, WITH SENIOR MILITARY COMMANDERS EXHIBITING CON- 
SIDERABLE ANXIETY OVER PRECISE SCOPE, TIMING AND TARGETS OF 
WHAT THEY EXPECT WILL BE UNUSUALLY STRONG IDF RESPONSE. 

MANY PERSONS ARE BETTING THAT ISRAELIS WILL USE OCCASION OF 
NOV. 22 CELEBRATION OF LEBANESE INDEPENDENCE DAY TO LAUNCH 
SUCH ATTACKS. 

2. LAST EVENING FONMIN TAQLA RAISED THIS PROBLEM WITH ME AND 
NOTED THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED IDF'S DAILY SHELLINGS AND 
OTHER FREQUENT ATTACKS ON LEBANESE TERRITORY WITH UNDER 
SECRETARY SISCO NOV. 13 (STATE 251452). HE RECALLED HE HAD 
REQUESTED THAT USG QTE DO SOMETHING UNQTE TO RESTRAIN ISRAELIS IN 
THIS REGARD. SINCE THEN, SAID TAQLA, ISRAELI SEA RAID ON 
RASHIDIYEH CAMP, SHELLING OF TOWN OF NABATIYEH AND FURTHER 
BORDER INCIDENTS (BEIRUT 13679, PLUS DAO 773 AND 760) HAVE 
RESULTED IN FURTHER DESTRUCTION, CASUALTIES AND KIDNAPPINGS, 
INCLUDING SEVERAL LEBANESE. NOTING AGAIN THAT IDF REPRISAL 
RAIDS CAN ONLY PROVE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE, TAQLA EXPRESSED 

FEAR THAT SITUATION IS RAPIDLY GETTING OUT OF HAND AND ASKED ME 
TO REITERATE HIS REQUEST TO UNDER SECRETARY SISCO THAT US DO 
WHATEVER IT CAN TO PREVENT THIS FROM HAPPENING. (LEBANESE 
ARMY DEPUTY COS FOR OPERATIONS, BRIG. KANAAN, MADE 
SIMILAR PITCH TO EMBOFF MORNING NOV. 20, NOTING THAT 
RECENT INTENSIFICATION OF "INFERNAL CYCLE" OF LEBANESE- 
ISRAELI HOSTILITIES SERVES NO ONE'S INTERESTS, EXCEPT THOSE 
OF PALESTINIAN AND ARAB EXTREMISTS.) TAQLA SAID HE HOPES 
RECEIVE RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST FROM USG AND UNDER 
SECRETARY SISCO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. I REPLIED TO TAQLA ALONG SAME LINES TAKEN BY SISCO 
(STATE 251452) AND BY DCM HOUGHTON IN HIS NOV 1 1 CONVER- 
SATION WITH PARLIAMENTARY SPEAKER KAMEL ASSAD (BEIRUT 
13499). AT SAME TIME, HOWEVER, I UNDERTOOK TO REPORT HIS 
LATEST DEMARCHE TO DEPT. I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT CURRENT 
LEBANESE OFFICIAL AND PUBLIC ANXIETY OVER WHAT TO EXPECT IN 
WAKE OF DEVELOPMENTS CITED PARA 1 ABOVE LENDS GREATER 
URGENCY TO TAQLA'S REQUEST. 
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